Summary

Issue One: Input to Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program

The Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program, operated by USDA’s National Institute of
Food and Agriculture, assists beginning farmers and ranchers (BFRs) through competitive grants to
collaborations led by public and private organizations that offer education, outreach, mentoring, and
technical assistance programs. It does so through three types of grants (all specified in the program’s
authorizing legislation):

1. Standard grants: the majority of the grants, which directly serve BFRs; each is up to
$750,000 over 36 months (maximum amount and term are specified in legislation); typically
about 30-40 per year are awarded, including some smaller developmental awards

2. Educational Enhancements grants: a few grants each year, which evaluate and develop
resources and provide coordination and support to standard grants in a region or on a
particular topic (past topics have included financial management, “farm beginnings”
curriculum, individual development accounts, environmental management); same size and
duration as standard grants

3. Clearinghouse grant — for a national site that houses curricula, training materials, and other
information for new farmers and ranchers and organizations that work with them. One
cooperative agreement of ~$1.5 million for five years was made in 2009; the National
Agricultural Library, in collaboration with the Farm Bureau, developed and operates
Start2Farm.gov and helps NIFA gather and report outcomes and network with grantees

From 2009-2012, NIFA made 145 BFRDP awards totaling $71.5 million, funding work in nearly every
state. Approximately half of those projects are still underway, to be completed either this summer (if
funded in 2011) or summer of 2015 (if funded in 2012). Program data that we gather from grantees
indicates that over 50,000 new farmers and ranchers have participated in BFRDP-funded programs; that
a majority (80-85%) gain knowledge and skills; and many take action as a result: 57% of those reported
changed farming practices and 26% reported changed business practices within one year after training.

In the 2014 Agriculture Act, Congress re-funded the program at $100 million over five years, with some
changes. The major changes include:

1. Changes to the list of the topical priorities for training (they still cover a wide range of topics in
production, marketing, business and financial management)

2. Priority given to partnerships and collaborations led by or including “school-based agricultural
educational organizations” (added to the prior language giving priority to partnerships and
collaborations led by or including Non-Governmental and Community-Based Organizations)

3. Set-asides: changed from 25% for programs and services for limited-resource and socially-
disadvantaged BFRs and farmworkers, to at least 5% for programs serving that set of audiences
and at least 5% for programming and services for military veteran farmers and ranchers

4. Limitation on indirect costs of 10% for Standard Grants

For 2014 awards, NIFA released a Request for Applications (RFA) for proposals due June 12, 2014. We
held two webinars for applicants, and posted recordings of them on the program web site. We plan to



hold the review panels in late summer, notify applicants in early fall, and have funds in the hands of
successful applicants around December 1, 2014. For 2015, we aim to advance the cycle so that the
review panels are not meeting during the peak growing season, and so that awards are made earlier in
the year. For 2011 and 2012 awards, the RFA was released in the early fall, with applications due late
fall, and awards made by the summer.

See http://www.nifa.usda.gov/funding/bfrdp/bfrdp.html for the BFRDP Authorizing Legislation, the
2014 RFA, Webinar recordings, Results and Impacts from the first round of grants, and more.

The Queries

We are interested in Advisory Committee input on:

(1) features of the program that might be improved, while staying within the limits specified by
Congress as amended in the 2014 Agriculture Act

(2) elements of the Request for Applications and the application process that could be clarified or
improved

(3) the timing of the application and award cycle

(4) anything else the Committee would like to recommend.



