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Conservation Technical Assistance 
Provides a broad array of assistance, including:  
1) Conservation planning that must occur prior to 

an application for financial assistance from 
another program 

2) Help individuals comply with regulatory 
requirements 

3) Assistance in developing and implementing 
conservation plans.  
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Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program 

 
 

Program Changes: 
 

Merged with Wildlife 
Habitat Incentive 
Program (WHIP) 

 



Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
EQIP provides financial and technical assistance to 
agricultural producers to help plan and implement 
conservation practices that address natural 
resource concerns. Conservation practices are 
designed to improve soil, water, plant, animal, air 
and related resources on Tribal land, agricultural 
land, and non-industrial private forestland.  
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Conservation Stewardship Program 
 
 

Program Changes: 
 

Two priority resource 
concerns 
 
10 million acre annual 
enrollment cap 
 

 



Conservation Stewardship Program  

CSP encourages producers to address resource 
concerns in a comprehensive manner by improving, 
maintaining, and managing existing conservation 
activities; and undertaking additional conservation 
activities.   All private or Tribal agricultural land and 
non-industrial private forestland is eligible, unless it 
is enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) or ACEP-WRE. 
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Agricultural Management 
Assistance Program 



Agricultural Management Assistance Program  

AMA provides financial and 
technical assistance to agricultural 
producers to address issues such as 
water management, water quality, 
and erosion control by incorporating 
conservation into their farming 
operations.  AMA is only available in 
16 states where participation in the 
Federal Crop Insurance Program is 
historically low. 
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Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program 



Regional Conservation Partnership Program  

Promotes coordination between NRCS and its 
partners to deliver conservation assistance to 
producers and landowners. NRCS provides 
assistance to producers through partnership 
agreements and through program contracts or 
easement agreements. 
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Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program 
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Agricultural Conservation Easement Program  
Provides funds for the purchase of conservation 
easements to provide long-term protection of 
agricultural and wetland resources. Two 
components; 

1. Agricultural Land Easement (ACEP-ALE). 
2. Wetland Reserve Easement (ACEP-WRE).  
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Agricultural Land Easement (ACEP-ALE)  
Financial assistance to eligible partners for purchasing 
Agricultural Land Easements that protect the agricultural 
use and conservation values of eligible land. In the case of 
working farms, the program helps farmers and ranchers 
keep their land in agriculture. 
  
The program also protects grazing uses and related 
conservation values by conserving grassland, including 
rangeland, pastureland and shrubland. 
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Wetland Reserve Easement  (ACEP-WRE).  
Provides technical and financial assistance directly to private 
landowners and Indian tribes to restore, protect, and enhance 
wetlands through the purchase of a wetland reserve easement. For 
acreage owned by an Indian tribe, there is an additional enrollment 
option of a 30-year contract. 
 

Enrollment options: 
–  Permanent Easements 
–  30-year Easements 
–  Term Easements  (maximum allowed under state law) 
–  30-year Contracts (Indian tribes) 
 

NRCS pays costs of recording the easement in the local land 
records office. 
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Healthy Forest Reserve Program 



Healthy Forests Reserve Program  

HFRP assists landowners, on a voluntary basis, in 
restoring, enhancing and protecting forestland 
resources on private lands through easements, 30 
year contracts on acreage owned by Indian tribes, 
and 10-year cost-share agreements. 
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Farm Bill EQIP: Fact Sheet: 



www.nrcs.usda.gov/farmbill 
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Questions? 
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Ronald A. Harris 

NRCS Director of Outreach and Advocacy 
   Ronald.harris@wdc.usda.gov 

(202) 720-6646 
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