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           What is a Local/Regional Food System? 

All phases  
of the lifecycle of food… 

Take place within a 
specific region (county, 
state, multi-state area) 

The benefits 
(economic, social, 
nutritional, etc.) 

accrue to the local 
community 

Information about the product’s origin is conveyed to the consumer so they can “choose local” 



        Local WHAT? 

Vegetables 
Meat, Poultry 

and Fish 

Beans, 

Grains, 

and Flour 

Dairy 
Fruits 

Eggs 



      Opportunities for Beginning Farmers      
and Ranchers 

 

Why Local? 
 

 Helps beginning farmers and ranchers 
get their start 

 

 Provides new market opportunities 

 Captures higher margins 



 

 Increasing the local food supply 

 Supporting infrastructure  

 Improved access to local foods  

    

How is USDA involved? 

        USDA and Local/Regional Food Systems 



The Know Your Farmer,  
Know Your Food Initiative  

 

www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 
 

 

 



www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 

        Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food: 
Resources for Navigating USDA 



        USDA and Local/Regional Food Systems 

Extending the Growing Season 
 

 Seasonal High Tunnel initiative  
(hoop houses) 

 
 

 

 

 

NRCS State Conservationists: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/sitenav/national/states/  

 
 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/sitenav/national/states/


•Includes data on: 
USDA-funded local food 
projects 
Farmers markets and other 
“context data” gathered by 

USDA agencies 
 

•Projects and resources from  
9 other federal departments 
 

•Updated regularly 

www.usda.gov/kyfcompass 

        The KYF Compass Map 



Explore Options, Partnerships,                     
and Opportunities 



 

www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 
 

 

 

 Find Resources to Fit the Need 



• What types of local and regional food resources 

and information are most helpful to beginning farmers 

and ranchers?  

 

• How can KYF2 leverage successful programs to 

increase impact for beginning farmers and ranchers? 

 

• What are the key barriers or challenges hindering 

beginning farmers and ranchers from utilizing certain 

programs?  

 

• Is the information available on the KYF2 website 

presented in an accessible format? 
 

Questions for the Committee  


